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BARHINX3 some sudden aklO by
Panic Nature from the even ten¬
or of her way, about 3.000 babies

¦will be born within our lend Thursday
next. And es Thursday next, thanks
to Pope Gregory, Is Leap V >.ar day.
February .these youngsters caivnot
celebrate their first birthday until the
year of our Lord, 1916.

i.'pnn their birthday cakes, when
tlirv wer»» "sweet sixteen.'1 they will b*
, tied to light four candles, and they
Will have to wslt until .the year 131?
fbi their twenty-first birthday to come
around. t>uch of them as are l-orn
great enough, who achieve griatuesi
enough or who have sufficient great*
ti.-.-s thrust upon thent to warrant the
observance of their one hundredth
birthday.as we this month observed
that of Dickens.they cannot expect
thl> celebration to take place until
Anno Domini 2'<"U.

Some tulil Paradoxe«.
Indeed, some mighty odd pu-adoxes

will occur this coming week as a re¬
fill*, of this most jccentrlc of all the
d.m in our calendar.
Tor instance, over In Claphajn, a sub.

uih of London, a father will celebrate
hl< eleventh birthday anniversary, and
his own daughter her twenty-sixth,
both within the week. H: was born
February CP. 1S64, and she In rYhru-
ory. 1SS6.
And In Roxboronph. a suburb of

Philadelphia; there is a couple who.
all upon this coining Leap Year day.
will celebrate' threo important events
. Iit twelfth birthday. Iiis fourteenth
birthday and the seventh anniversary
Of their wedding. They were married
on hi? .-t-venth and her fifth nirtliday.

!t all came about in this way: On
February ?r*. 1852, Horr .lames .-Ihcrer
was born in Prussia, whilj on* Febru¬
ary 2?, 1860, Frauleln Pauline Gross
was born In Baden-Baden. The odd
d.it" worked its matrle upon them, for
drrtiny eilled them both to Wtirt'.Tn-
burg. although neither, up to this
time. kn^w the otlier. Her; fate
brought them together and the fact
thät each was n child of Leap Tear
day wrought an affinity between them.
In the late sovjntlcs they became en¬
gaged, but still under the t-prll nf this
odd date, February 29, they chose it
for their welding day and waited im-
patiently for it to come around. This
It did in the leap year 1880, and their]nuptials came off as per schedule. Then
they emigrated' to America, where they 1
wre happy ever aft :rward. At" their I
recaptions, celebrating their birthdays
and wedding ahenlversaries, they limit j
their list of gueMs to twenty-nine,
which has ev;r been their lucky num¬
ber.

I.rnp Y«'«r Ohj "Twiris.V
Ar.othor coincidence which :>iay fur¬

ther convince some renders that there
If an afllnlty between persons born
upon this vagarious dnte was this:
February 29. 1SS0. that same date

upon which .Tames Bchercr married
Paulino Grbns, there was horn, in New
Jivrsey, a baby christened .lohn -\. Ber¬
ry, and upon precisely thj same dote,
In far-off Idaho, Frank W. Powell Urs;
saw the light. Although neither or
them dreamed of the other's exlstcnco.
their twin destiny called them both to
the army, in which tluy are now scrv-
lr.tr as brother captains. Thursday they
will eidebr.ite their revenlh birthday.
If you will watch the army register
closely you will note that all officers
retiring for age are placed upon th.i
inactive, list upon their sixty-fourth
birlhdnv. But if the date of retire¬
ment of Captains Berry and Rowcll fall
on their sixty-fourth birthday they
will be entitled to active s;r\iee and
full pay long as they live, for that
event will not fall duo until the year2162 1

Two other Leap Year day twins are
the Bev. Arthur Henry Faher. Canon,
of York C3.th?drnl. England, and
Thomas Fdle Hill, author, of Chi¬
cago Both wem horn February 20.»
If32, and. although they will be eighty
n'yt Thursday. It w d 'he their n»ne-
teenth birthday. Mr, Hill tells me that
hi lia." h«-en mo busy throughout his
JIJ« to cilebrate even one of hi.-, nine-
tf-en birthdays.

it is an Interesting coincidence that
Ihe Bev. Mr. Faher should be Canon
Ol York Cathedral, which was once the!
.-.¦it of St. Oswald, patron saint of LeapYear day. Oswald, nn Angrle Saxon
prelate, become Archbishop of York in
S>72, and was canonized for his zeal in
reducing th«iAncient Church of Eng¬land to fhe ...r.-mpiete domination of
I'omc.
He was? awarded Leap Year day' on

the calendar of the Catholic Church
I'*-' ^iis» h<- di.-d on the day before, the
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calends of March.-this ls. the. lastdty
of February, 992, which v«« a leap
year. After the revision of the cal¬
endar by Fopo Gregory this day be¬
came the 29th of February, although
no one know it. as such in Oswald's
titn? or until centuries afterwards. But
because of the> designation St. Oswald
has his day only once in four years,
while the other saints have thclra an¬
nually.

Great Composer One 'of Thrni,
The auhjeot of Leap Y;nr day twins

cannot be passed without mention of'
thf» most distinguished pair :hnt hns
adorned the past. These were HosSllll,
Iho great composer, and ICarl Krncsl
von Basr. thp naturalist. Both wore
born February 29, 1702. Those who
may have grown rusty In their mem¬
ory of Rossini's uchievpmonts will havetheir Interest awakened by the recol-
lectlön that he oompusjd tho great
opera, "William Tell." which, by the
way, he. pave to the world before Ills
tenth birthday.

"This being my eighteenth birthdayI will' now turn over a new l?at and
disregard t.ho frivolities of youth and
the Indiscretions of my toens." saidRossini February 29, 1864, -when aev5
only-two. But hin estimate, of his
birthdays was lnoorrect, as ho had
counted ths year 1S00 as n leap year.Which, like 1900. It was not (for yearsdesignated by two ciphers aro leap
years only when their first two num¬
bers can be equally divided by four.
for which reason the year 200fi will be
a leap year). In 1S6S, tho year of his
death, tho groat composer represonted
himself ne rJnotejn, although he had
celebrated his eighteenth birthday that
year. His death on Friday, the 13th
of November, was the fulfillment of a1
lifelong morbid-fear of both Friday of
.aach week and the 13th day of each
month.

His twin leap year luminary, Von
Baer, was a distinguished professor oi
zoology and later librarian of the St
Petersburg Academy of Sciences. He
published a work on embryology which
made a great splash In the sclmtlflc
world, and which established his repu¬tation as one of the greatest natural¬
ists of the nineteenth century. A
coincidence also attaches to his cas;.
In the early twenties he he!d the chair
of zoology et Königsberg, where, nt
the same time, the chair of theology
was hsld by the distinguished German
pedagogue, Friedrich Dlnter, another
Leap Year day baby, born In 1760,
Two other great geniuses, born Fob-
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ruary "5. were Leo von Klenzo, the
Girmari architect, who was given to
the world in 17SI, and Morten-Muller,
the Norwegian landscape painter, who
followed in 1S2?.

Living Author! on the 1,1*1.
But let us return to our living LeapYear day babies:
Our young author, Elizabeth Mc-

Craeken, Is of this category, havingnrst seen th » light at New Orleans on¬
ly a few leap years ago. Indeed, her
birthday Thursday next would bo de¬
signated by a number so small thutdolls and toys would bo tho only ap¬
propriate gilts to send her. H;r suc¬
cess as a writer, despite this discrep¬
ancy of birthdays. Is not due solely to
the fnct that she wok a Leap Year day
baby, but that sho was a prodigy, for
.¦Oi? began to write for publication soon
after her second birthday.
Thon there Is our modern tzaak Wal¬

ton, Dr. .lames Alexander llenshall. no-
thor of "Ye Gods nnd Little Fishes,"
and a whole shelf of other hoofts,
which, If n confirmed ftshjrman, yonknow nearly as well as your "Com-
pleat \n?lsr" Although He has he»r.
tinning out thesn works for more than
thirty years, the size Of his birthday
next Thursday will be so small that
skates, shinny clicks or a bob sled
would 3asm to be the only birthday
gifts suitable for the occasion. Those
who would -thus favor him will find
him In ehnrgc of the government fish
hatchery at Tupelo, Miss..a station
Inimortallzed by .lohn Allen, the former"
humorist of Congress, who. in askinghis Republican rivals to appropriate lor
the. establishment, brnut?h'. down tho
House of Representatives by the plea:"Mr. Speaker. coUntlesi millions of un¬
born fish are clamoring to this Con-
press for tho honor of being hatched
at Tupelo!"
Having bien conceived, thus. In clev¬

erness, 'Us meet that the Tupelo hatch¬
ery should be directed by a clevergenius.

Scholar* .ud Politicians.
Another author and M. D. who willcelebrate on the aams scarce date Is

Dr. John Ringham Roberts. Philadel¬phia's dlatlngtiished surgeon und medi¬
cal professor, who has written a lonelist of medical text-book!1. At the time
of his seventh birthday he was pub¬lishing p. profound ttvntlse. He willbe entitled to only fourteen candles onhis birthday cake this year.
Only thirteen will adorn that ofHarvard's learned professor of law, Dr.F.ugcne Wnmbaugh, whose many legal
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CJl Because, Snowdrift is 100 per cent shortening, equallyas delicate in flavor ns butter and absolutely pure. Useabout one-fifth less than of butter. Add a little salt asSnowdrift contains neither salt nor water.
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lexl books are well known t" our rlr-
inc young barrister*; The fact that h".
along with Dr. Hcnshall and Miss Mc
Craeken, are all clergymen's children
doubtless will set student? of heredity
to work in search of a new law bearing
upon tha relationship of rectories and
L»»p Year day babies.
That the planets governing the d»s-

tInios of these rar« youncsters ate as
favorable to political careers as to
more profound callings is provd by a
number of instnnces There Is Dr. T.
N". .iameson. naval onV.-r of the port
of (""hlcnfro. who was Re.publtc.nn tin-
Monal commit tecman from Illinois at
the Brvnn-McKlnloy -ampalgn days
Having" come Into the world February

154P. he will celabrote his fifteenth
natu day in the western metropolis
Thursday. And in the same city and
at the some time Oe<->rjre Buchanan
Armstrong, former government official,Inurnalist. music and .art cri'lc, will
reach another mileston v <"in nls last
birthday, that of lOOS, his five hr.nh-
ers presented him with a loving cup.
which will be again passed around
Thursday next Former Representative
George Douglas Perkins, who sat. for
-tent years In the Federal Congress,and who has edited the Sioux City
Journal since the slxttes. will on the
same out- be entitled to his seventeenth
birthday party. He has been an 'iflU
tor .-luce, his fifth birthday. When I
asked him the other day whether he
rerardel the fact »hat he was a Leap
Year day baby .as a a lucky or unlucky
.circumstance, he. r?plled:

Yes. I was born on the 2?th of Feb¬
ruar v. It was in the log cabin .year,
remembered by all students of the his¬
tory of their country.

In the early years of my life the
peculiarity of mv birthday wa? not Im¬
pressed on my mind. 1 believe I am
making more of it now than ever be¬
fore. Under the common reckoninghave had too many birthdays, and I
am willing to divide.

'fin the whole, I think I hsv» hm«
filed. 1 have bad something coming to
me every twelvemonth, and about
every fourth year a little extra has
been provided out of the goodness of
amily and friends.-"
Copyright, CM?, by John F.lfreth W.at-

klns.)

ASHEVILLE
Special to The Times-Dispatch.]ABhevllle, N February it..One

of the most brilliant balls of the seu-
-nn was. that given last Monday nightby the ideti ol Ringham School, in
honor of the girls of the, Äflhevill«
younger set, at the ballroom of tn«1
Bait-M-v Pirlti Hotel, Dancing was In¬
dulged in until midnight, when a de¬
licious course supper was served. The
affair was attended by about fortycouples, it was 'liapcroned by Mr
land Mrs. Roger Lamson, .Tr., Colone]
Robert' Bingham. Mrs. Frank Täte.
Mrs, R T. Orlnnan and Mrs. S. Schar-
tie, of Pfeiv York City, who is spend¬ing Efimt time In «bis city.
A large number of iho friends or

Mr:; Julian VVoodcock were her guest-
on Tuesday afternoon, when she en¬tertained most delightfully at bridge
at h«r heme on I laywood Street. At
the conclusion of the games .attractive
prizes were awarded, after which those,
who were present were served with
dainty refreshments

Mr. and Mrs. .' B. Schnchet enter¬tained iho members of the Bloniberg-Rapport brldni party at their home
.Ii Unywdbd Street, Friday afternoon
Th'i house was decorated with pink
and white carnations and an eitjoyablasalad course tyaa ..erved.
Twenty women were the guests of

Mrs Ohia Carr, at tier homo on' Mont-
im-d Avenue, Friday afternoon, when
she entertained at bridge whist. The
hotnr. was handsomely decorated with
terns and cu' Dowers, and at In."h-
clusioit of the games, refreshments
were served. The first prize SVaa won
by Mrs. W. 11 Perilahd.
A number of (he girl friends ot

Miss Eleanor Morrison were her guestsFriday afternoon, when she entertain¬
ed informally .it lea. ,

'in Saturday afternoon, tin- Aethe-iilaii Literary Societj of the s». Gene;-vlevo's Convent gave a: Valentine parlyand tret man to ihe Spartans "f thatInstitution, Th" Ii teures were Intricate
and <t>ilt«> pretty, and the dancers en¬
joyed the oft ot noon n great deal. Af¬
ter the dancing refreshments wereserved, and between the waltzes. Hie
punch-bowl was visited often. Hearts
pln>ed i large out In ihe -i'Kcni« ol
the decorations and red, and white
ivei the favoril' olors.'
Ml5s Mae Cor oran, Miss Sue ('or
..nil Hid 1" '' i.r-ene entertained .a

large number ot ihelr friends Friday
»..nina: at ,a birthday anniversary

party, at their home at Rock Ledge.
The affuir was most en.loyalijc one.

Mr* F. U"; Kent entertained at a
bridge luncheon Saturday In honor of
Miss Ramsey, who is her guest, and
¦Abo Is one «.| the city's most attrac¬
tive visitors >> .roe number -of the
friends of Mrs Kent attended thegathering,
The neighborhood friends of Mrs

tVillitim C. Hudson were he,- guest*Thursday ft ftern'ion at bridge. The af¬
fair was altogether informal and was
Kreativ e<1 toyed.

Mih;..-s Dorrs s and Jessie Cowgtl.lentertained a number of friends Sat¬
urday ovenlnc a; a Valentine party,

H of Your Life

We have made a special effort 'to col¬
lect an original assortment of

They will appeal to you, no matter how
simple or elaborate your taste may be.

Price:
We guarantee to SAVE you MONEY.
Everything you may need to furnish
your HOME complete can be boughtfor the least money at

7 W. Broad St.
zrxxr:

Buy Your Furniture Now!
Pay Later as Convenient

Which WttH Klvftn at the WesternHotel, the parlors of which weretastily decorated (or the occasion,various games w/sre Indulged in lindrefreshment f* wer.. Btrvcd.
Mr. and Mrs. M. l> Long were eh-!Ilertalnment Thursday afternoon, theoccasion having been thr twenty-flrslanniversary nt then marriage. Theaffair was arranged i,y Miss DorothyLong, their daughter, and Ihey werenot informed of the party until theguests arrived; A musical prögtamwar, rendered, bride- whist Wan in¬dulged in. and the guests spent theevening in a most pleasant manner.
Miss Matilda. Garllck. of Cincinnati,P. who Is spending the winter her.-entertained Wednesday afternoon a»Ravens.-roft hi honor of Miss <b-iahline Lamcon, who Is .-pending some,time In thlr city as the go'-sl of herbrother, Roger l.amson
Ten of the girl friends of Miss GraceAllen were her guests on Wednesdayafternoon, when she emtertajned atluncheon
The Ashev'illo debutantes were the

guests of Mrs Alfred Si. Barnard ohTuesday, when she gave a delightfuldinner in (he evening? In their honorThe house was handsomely decoratedfor the affair, which was a very en¬joyable one.
Mrs. Arthur M. Fields was 'If

hostess to a number of friends it be-
home on Grove Street Tuesday after¬
noon, when she entertained at abridgeWhist party.

(.'-jie'-ial to The Time. -Dif patch.)
Raleigh N. >:. February 21..Mrs.

R. T. Gray war- hostess for t.hc Oil a
Pod rIda Rook club Tuesday afternoon
The eenJc-naiy ol Dickens was the

theme for a moal profitable meetingof the Johnsonian Hook Club Thesdnj
aftrrnooti with Mr:. V, 1",. Turner.
The invitations have been Issued for

the celebration of the ilfiieth anniver¬
sary of tit" marriage of Mr and Mr
William, Harrison Rand, of this rityi
Monday, March I. at their home On
South Blouni St reel

Progressive whist wan dollghtfiiilyplayed Monday Evening In the bom.
Dr. ami Mrs, G, Rlddlok, on New¬
born Avenue. Mis*. Sallle Hoyeler, of
Townville. was the honor guest; and
Mrs, R. II- Freeman and Mrs. .lack
Cussdrts were the hostess, There wore
live tables, Mrs. Freeman making high
e.-t score, and Mrs 11. 1, Nnwbold,
of Elisabeth Ity, coming in for the
booby award,

C; .Tronholm McCleriaghan gayo li
the young people of Raleigh Monday
nighi In Rancy ballroom ä germaii
that was the mosl largely attended
thai has taken place in Raleigh in a
treat while There were rorty couples
participating, under the leadership ol
Gordon Smith and Mis" Emmie Drew'n

Friday evening In tlv auditorium
there was a Lean Year dance, in which
a half-hundred or more young people
participated, with Miss Nannie Rogers
and Howell fmllh leading. The
chaperons were W. T. McGee, Mrs,
.lames Boylan." Mrs. M. T. N'orris and
Mi--- Susan McPheejers!

Dr. ¦). M Fiemlhs, a.- president; and
J. B Cheshire, .ir.. as secretary nt
th» Wake coivnty alumni of the Uni¬
versity of North Carolina, were in
charge of a delightful smoker Monday
evenlng in the rooms ot the Cham¬
ber of r'ommer. e.
Mrs W. S. Wilson enter.tä'hed Fri-

dnv nflemoon the nve Hundred Clllb.
Mrs. F.. C. Hlllyer was hostess for a

delightful auction bridge parly and
luncheon Frldoy morning at her home
in Hillsbor'o Street. There were six
tables for the auction bridge.
MlRses Corinne .nd .lassamme

Gannt. of Burlington, have been the
guests of Misses Carrie and Kilon oir»-

RALEIGH

ham In 'ho home .of Major AV. A Qraham; i'ommmlcnti- of Agriculture,here the pant week, and have been»he recipients of many social atten¬
tions.

GORDONSVILLC
[Special to The Times-'Dispatch.]IfO'rdohevllle, \"a Februar}.1 21..Miss

Ada Cowherd, of ¦'Montetth," returned
home this week after spending a most
enjoyable month w|»h relatives nod
friends' In North Carolina and Rich¬
mond;

Mist Martha Oraves; of 'T\'f jinn," In

Improving after an llln«sa of two
week's.

Misr Lottie Eiste* of Thlstlewood,
has gone to Washington, where she
will bo in training .»s nurse in th«
Child's Hosplt.il.

Cherles P. Rtisselh of Charlottes-
vllle, is visiting Mrs B. S" Brent, at
her home. "Mont e.bolla "

Manning Harper spent last week at
his father's Mr.-. Harper is located
In Alexandria.

R. O .Cowherd, although still suffer¬
ing from his accident of two weeks
ago. Is much improved and hopes lo
he able to return to Orange shortly.

mi

LENTEN SPECIALS
Any housewife may. with the helpful suggestIonsin our" More display., make lu?r Lenten table pleasingin variety, in spite of the diet restrictions. This week

v.f! announce specially interesting displays of Fish of
all kinds.

SMOKED PISH
(laddie',
yvhttc i7!-1'-
Bloa'ters,
Salmon,
lids',
Si nrpeon,
Boneless Herrine,
Scotch Herring.
Kippered Herring.
CANNED FISH
Corned Cod,
Fish Flake?..
"Shredded Codfish

PICKELED FISH
Russian Sardim i.
Roll Mop,,
Bjltic Herrin?;,
Btsmari I: I lei ring
SALT FISH

Codfifh.
Xorway Mackerel;
Holland Herring,N. C. Roc

Herring,
N. C Cut

Herring,
Salmon.

EVERYTHING GOOD TO EAT AND DRINK
504-503 East Broad Street.

Tel. Monroe 101-106.
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Is There Happiness.
Melody in YOUR HOME?

Do you forget the troubles ofth'c
'city's work when you-enter your
home? Do you really pet rested upfor the next day? Music is a prc-at.
nerve medicine. A good piano
.should be in every home. You ran
buy the best.the Stieff -direct

from the factory at factory prices.
E. G. RIKE, Manager,
205 East Broad Street,

RICHMOND.


